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I am speaking today on behalf  of the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions
(GANHRI).   GANHRI  works  in  close  cooperation  with  the United  Nations  to  promote  and
strengthen NHRIs and to provide leadership in the promotion and protection of human rights. 

GANHRI welcomes the report of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(EMRIP) on its Ninth Session, and the 2016 report of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of
Indigenous  Peoples.  Both  these  bodies,  along  with  the  Permanent  Forum  on  Indigenous
Issues,  play  an  important  role  in  promoting  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  and  the
implementation of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

GANHRI particularly welcomes the acknowledgement by EMRIP of the important role of NHRIs
and the call  for  enhanced cooperation  and collaboration,  including the suggestion  that  the
Expert Mechanism’s next session include a panel discussion with NHRIs. 

GANHRI supports EMRIP’s proposed amendments to strengthen its mandate. These changes
include proposals for greater independence, enhanced cooperation and coordination with UN
treaty bodies, expanded membership and mandate. It is also recommended that EMRIP should
contribute to the work of
the Working Group on Business and Human Rights. GANHRI encourages the Council to adopt
these proposals. 

The Outcome Document of the 2014 World Conference on Indigenous Peoples affirmed the
“increasingly important role of national and regional human rights institutions in contributing to
the achievement of the ends of the Declaration”.

The UN General Assembly resolution on NHRIs of December 2015 is the latest to affirm the
critical  importance of  Paris  Principles  compliant  NHRIs  in  the  promotion  and protection  of
human  rights.  It  notes  “the  potential  for  strengthened  and  complementary  cooperation”
between such institutions and the United Nations system and encourages all UN mechanism
and processes to enhance the participation of NHRIs in their work.

The  System-Wide  Action  Plan  (SWAP),  developed  as  an  outcome  of  the  2014  World
Conference  on  Indigenous  Peoples,  identifies  six  elements  which  are  key  to  a  coherent
approach to achieving the ends of the Declaration.  Five of these elements include a country
level focus. While not explicitly identified in the plan, there is a clear place for NHRIs to support
the SWAP domestically and through regional cooperation.   

This may include by:



• Raising awareness of UNDRIP (and of the WCIP outcome document)
• Monitoring and reporting on the implementation of UNDRIP and of relevant Treaty body

recommendations
• Following up domestically on EMRIP’s thematic studies and recommendations
• Sharing good practice domestically and regionally
• Supporting the realization of indigenous rights with respect to the implementation and

review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development across all relevant goals
• Developing  capacities  of  government,  indigenous  people  and  civil  society  and

promoting harmonious relations between communities
• Promoting understanding of the UN system and participation of indigenous peoples in

UN processes and in particular of the three indigenous UN mechanisms

To conclude, on behalf of the Global Alliance, I would like to reiterate the commitment of NHRIs
in all  regions to work  to promote implementation  of  UNDRIP and the rights  of  indigenous
peoples, as well as our belief that the role of National Institutions, as champions for the human
rights of indigenous peoples, is pivotal to achieving the ends of the UNDRIP.


